


government of national unity, which the U.S. last year deemed as prerequisites for Honduras 
being treated again with the legitimacy of a democratic government. 

We strongly believe U.S. policymakers need an accurate assessment of the current human 
rights situation in Honduras in order to formulate policies that can support the Lobo 
administration's efforts to strengthen the rule oflaw and return the democratic order to the 
country. We strongly and respectfully recommend that you direct Assistant Secretary Posner to 
visit Honduras for the purpose of collecting the facts on the current human and political rights 
situation and reporting back to you and to us as promptly as possible, including but not limited 
to, the following issues: 

1. The murders, assaults, threats and exiling of journalists. 
2. The murders, assaults, threats and exiling of members of the Resistance Movement, labor 

unions and the Afro, Indigenous and LGBT communities. 
3. The dismissal by the Supreme Court of judges who opposed the coup. 
4. The resources and mandate available to Ana Pineda, special advisor to President Lobo on 

human rights, to carry out her work. 
5. The potential for the Truth Commission to lead to justice and reconciliation. 

The Congress needs a clear and candid assessment by the U.S. Department of State 
concerning conditions on the ground in Honduras as they are - not as we might wish or imagine 
them to be. Our country cannot claim to uphold the democratic values at stake in Honduras or 
the region more broadly, and we in Congress cannot countenance additional support for the 
government of Honduras, without a reliable report about the status of political and human rights 
as they prevail under President Lobo and a plan for addressing these conditions effectively. 

James P. McGovern 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

Barbara Lee 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

Michael M. Honda 
Member of Co 
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John W. Olver 
Member of Congress 

Richard E. Neal 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 
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Michael E. Capuano 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 
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Donna F. Edwards 
Member of Congress 

Danny K. Davis 
Member of Congre . 

James P. Moran ~ember of Congress 
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Member of Congress 
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Rosa L. DeLauro 
Member of Congress 

Jose E. Serrano 
Member of Congress 

Bogp L. Rush 
Member of Congress 

Bill Delahunt 
Member of Congress 

f.~ John F. Tierney 
Member of Congress 

Bett( cCollum 
Mem r of Congress 

cc: Michael Posner, Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor 
Arturo Valenzuela, Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs 
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